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Task of the Church / Advocacy of God’s Word




                       Lecture 7
Title: Church Planting

Purpose: To equip the hearers with biblical principles so that they will have a sound and biblical view of church planting.

Introduction

1. One of the church’s tasks is the advocacy of God’s word. And this includes, among other things, evangelism and church planting. In our previous sessions, we have already considered evangelism. Now, we move to consider church planting. 

2. We have seen that the commission the Lord Jesus gave to His church in Mt 28:19-20 is comprehensive in nature. The church is to make disciples of all the nations by preaching the gospel, baptizing those who have been made disciples, and teaching them to observe all He commanded His original disciples. And since this work is to be done of all the nations, then that implies the work of planting churches. 
3. The general apostolic pattern of planting churches is given to us in Acts 14:21-23 (READ). I want you to observe four things in this passage.
Trans: First...
I.
WHAT IS INVOLVED IN PLANTING CHURCHES?
A.
Making disciples by preaching the gospel.
1.
Acts 14:21 (READ). 
2.
This is central to the work of missions. Unless disciples are being made by preaching the gospel, then no churches will ever be planted. 

B.
Organizing the disciples into churches.
1.
And this is clearly implied in Acts 14:21-22, 23 (READ).  
2.
Lystra, Iconium, and Antioch [not to be confused with Antioch in Syria] were places Paul and his companions already visited. And in those places they also have made disciples by preaching the gospel. Then they retraced their journey in order to revisit the disciples in those places. Clear from Vs 23 is that in those places churches were already established. This indicates that the disciples made by preaching the gospel were organized into churches. They were not just left to fend for themselves. They were grouped together and organized as churches. They must have had a list of members, a common purse, and a stated time to meet together as a church.
C.
Establishing the eldership in every church.

1.
This is explicitly stated in Acts 14:23 (READ). The language here indicates that a church can exist even without an eldership. However, the next great step in planting churches is the establishment of an eldership in every church. As the saying goes, “The eldership is not essential to the being of a church but to its well-being.” And up until the church has a plurality of elders, it is still not fully organized.
2.
We see the same principle in Tit 1:5 (READ). Up until a church has a plurality of elders, the church planting work is still not done for the church is not yet fully organized. Only when the church has a plurality of elders is the church complete in the sense of being fully organized.
Trans:
So that is what is involved in planting churches. But note secondly...
II.
WHO ARE TO DO THE WORK OF PLANTING CHURCHES?
A.
Acts 14:21, 23 (READ) “After they... they returned...When they...” And who are the “they”? Paul and Barnabas - 13:42, 46, 50; 14:14, 20, 21 (READ). Now, this is very instructive. Although we cannot apply this text directly to our situation, because there are now no living apostles of Christ, and yet, we find here abiding principles applicable in every subsequent generation after the close of the apostolic era.
B.
And what are those principles? 

1.
Those who do the work of planting a church should be sent by a church and are to remain in contact with that church that sent them. 
a.
Paul and Barnabas were not ordinary Christians. They were apostles of Jesus Christ. And although they did not belong to the close-circle of 12 apostles (Mat 10:2; Lk 6:13; Acts 1:21-26; 1Cor 15:3) they did belong to the wider circle of apostles of Jesus Christ (Lk 10:1f; 1Cor 15:7). And as apostles of Christ, they, therefore, 1) have seen the risen Christ (1Cor 9:1; 1Cor 15:3-9), 2) they had the sign of true apostleship– the ability to perform signs, wonders, and miracles (2Cor 12:12), 3) they witnessed and taught by the infallible guidance of the Holy Spirit (Mk 13:11; Jn 14:26; Jn 16:13-14), 4) they were appointed not through the agency of men but directly by Jesus Christ (Lk 6:13; Lk 10:1; Gal 1:1). 

b.
In spite of the fact, however, that they were apostles of Christ, they did not do the work of church planting on their own, they were sent by a church to do the work. Acts 13:1-4 (READ) – Antioch of Syria not Antioch of Pisidia. Who sent Paul and Barnabas? Was it the church in Antioch? Or was it the Holy Spirit? Both. For the Holy Spirit worked through the agency of the church in sending Paul and Barnabas.
c.
Then after while, Paul and Barnabas returned again to this church in Antioch that sent them and gave the church a report about what God has accomplished through them – Acts 14:23, 24-28 (READ). 

d.
Here is the point. If Paul and Barnabas were sent by a church to do the work of church planting, when they were not ordinary Christians but apostles of Jesus, should Christians now do the same work without being sent by a church? No. That is not right. Those who do the work of church planting must be sent by a church to do with work. 

e.
Objections: “But what about the church in Antioch that sent Paul and Barnabas to do the work of church planting? Nobody was really sent to do the work of planting that church?” In a sense that is right, but it is clear in the passage that the incident is an exception and not the rule – Acts 11:19-26 (READ). Why were the Christians of the church in Jerusalem scattered? Because of the persecution. And as they were scattered, some of them shared the gospel only to the Jews, still thinking that is gospel is not for Jews and not Gentiles. They still did not really understand that the gospel was for Jews and Gentiles, without distinction. But some men were better informed. Thus they preached the gospel also to the Gentiles in Antioch. And the Lord blessed their preaching that many were converted. So what did the church in Jerusalem do when they heard about the matter? They sent a delegation to investigate the matter. And when the delegation saw that the work was indeed from God, then they helped in the teaching, establishing, and organizing of the disciples. The formation of the church was ad hoc. The church in the Jerusalem had to help because disciples were already made in Antioch. However, this church planting work is not the norm. The norm is that those who plant churches are sent by a church to do the work. And this is what the church in Antioch did in the case of Paul and Barnabas. 
f.
If this is true of men like Paul and Barnabas, who were apostles of Jesus Christ, how much more those who are not? They should be sent by church and remain in contact with that church that sent them. 

2.
Those who do the work of planting a church should be men with proven gifts and graces.

a.
Paul and Barnabas were men of experience. They have served the church in Antioch and were men with proven gifts and graces for the work of the ministry. Acts 11:24-26 (READ). And it was after that that Paul and Barnabas were sent by the Holy Spirit through the agency of the church to do the work of church planting (Acts 13:1-4). 
b.
We see this also in conjunction with Timothy – Acts 16:1-3 (READ). Timothy was a man of proven character. He was well-spoken of by the brethren in Lystra and Iconium. And Paul wanted to bring him along to do the work of missions. 
c.
And it was for this reason that Paul strongly opposed bringing John Mark along in their church planting work (Acts 12:25; Acts 15:36-40). 
d.
Then we have the general principle of 1Tim 5:22 (READ). Test a man first before sending him less we become accomplishes of the sins he might do in the work.
3.
Those who do the work of planting a church should be men who are willing and able to adopt their own ways to the ways of the culture they enter so as not to cause unnecessary offense. 
a.
This is what we find in Paul, the apostle. 1Cor 9:18-22 (READ). Note here Paul’s policy of principled Christian flexibility. This flexibility was not absolute because Paul says that he is “not without the law of God but under the law of Christ.” Therefore, to the idolaters, he did not become an idolater; to the murderers, he did not become a murderer; to the adulterers, he did not become an adulterer, in order to save some of them. The law of Christ always governed Paul’s action, even if it meant displeasing and alienating men. But when it comes to purely Jewish laws and customs that were not meant for the Gentiles, Paul had the policy of Christian flexible. He accommodated to them in order to avoid unnecessary offense. 
b.
And this policy is so important especially in the case of trans-cultural church planting work. Paul was willing and able to adopt his ways to the ways of the culture he labored in so as not to cause unnecessary offense. 

c.
If a man is not willing and able to do this, then he is not a good candidate for church planting work especially in another place where the culture is different.

4.
Those who do the work of church planting should, normally speaking, work not alone but with a fellow-laborer.
a.
This is true of Paul in his work of church planting. Paul did not work alone in church planting but he had fellow laborers. Acts 14:21, 23 (READ). 
b.
This is the pattern of the Lord in dealing with His apostles – the 12 and the 70 – Mk 6:7; Lk 10:1,2 (READ).
c.
And this is the pattern we find all throughout the book of Acts. 
d.
This is not a command. But this is the general pattern. Therefore, there must be a good reason for this general pattern – Ecc 4:9-12 (READ).
Trans: But that leads us to our third point. We have considered what is involved in church planting... Who are to do the work of church planting... 
III.
WHAT IS THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE SENDING CHURCH AND THE CHURCH 
PLANTED?
A.
We do not find in Acts 14 that these churches planted in Lystra, Iconium, and Antioch of Pisidia, were ever under the authority of the church in Antioch of Syria – the church that sent Paul and Barnabas to do the work of church planting. Just like all the others churches planted, these churches were under apostolic oversight, the seat of which was the church in Jerusalem. But as churches under apostolic oversight, they were autonomous churches. They were never under the authority of the church in Antioch of Syria. And this is true especially when those churches became fully organized. 
B.
And this principle is vital in the work of planting churches. We must beware of the practice of having satellite churches under the oversight of one church that planted these churches. All churches must be under the oversight of the apostles whose teachings are now preserved in the Scriptures. And these churches are to be autonomous or independent.
Trans: But that leads us to our fourth point. 
IV.
WHERE SHOULD BE THE PLACES FOR CHURCH PLANTING WORK? 
A.
First, our vision should be worldwide in scope.
1.
Mt 28:19; Mk 16:15 (READ)
2.
But what if as a church we do not have the resources of doing that? We can always enter the labors of other churches. How? By prayer for them. And by helping in supporting men whom other churches have sent. 
B.
Secondly, in establishing our special goals and objectives, we need to be sensitive to the providence of God – opportunity, contacts, exposure. 
1.
Acts 16:9 (READ). 
2.
Back then, there were no emails, and telephones, and the need and opportunity were specially communicated by a vision from God. Today there are no more direct revelations from God (no more prophetic visions) but there are other efficient ways of knowing needs and opportunities. And we need to be sensitive to that.
C.
Thirdly, in establishing our special goals and objectives, we need to be sensitive of the responsiveness of men.

1.
Acts 16:9 (READ). These men were willing and eager to hear.
2.
Now we need to be sensitive to that.
D.
Fourthly, in establishing our special goals and objectives, we need to be sensitive as to where are the strategic centers of influence.
1.
Acts 14:21-23 (READ). And if you study the geography and history of these places, they were strategic places for operation. Derbe was a key city because it was a frontier city; it was in Derbe that commerce entering the providence had to pay custom dues. Lystra was “in the time of Paul, a center of education and enlightenment”. Iconium “was one of the chief cities in the southern part of Roman province”. Antioch of Pisidia was “the military and administrative center for that part of Galatia.” 
2.
This is true of the other places Paul visited in his journeys and where he planted churches – Corinth, Ephesus, Rome, etc. And these places became the base of operations in the spread of the gospel.
E.
Fifthly and finally, we need to know when to quit in unresponsive areas. 

1.
Acts 13:50-51 (READ).
2.
If we tried to plant a church in one area, and the work never grows to a point where it can stand on its own because the people are unresponsive, then we need to know when to quit and move on to another place.
Conclusion

1.
Now there are other issues that should be consider in this matter of church’s planting. But this issues are the most important.

2.
And as “pillar and foundation of the truth”, may the Lord help us wisely implement these basic principles.

